
NAIDOC Week  
Each year, during the first full week of July, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures recognise the contributions that Indigenous Australians make to our country, 
and to society. This week is referred to as NAIDOC Week. NAIDOC stands for National 
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. As you may be aware, our school 
celebrated NAIDOC day, on Thursday the 26th July.  
Students from Stanford Merthyr and Mulbring Public School came along to our school 
to participate in Indigenous games and cultural activities and performances. Some 
students from Kurri Kurri High School did a wonderful job running the Indigenous 
games, which is always a highlight for our students.  
Thank you to our wonderful canteen helpers, who ensured many students enjoyed a 
lunch order on the day. 
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D A T E S  F O R   
T H E  D I A R Y  

Monday 30th July  
Jump Rope for Heart 
Tuesday 31st July & 
Wednesday 1st August 
Public Speaking 
Competition Kurri Public 
School 
Friday 3rd August  
Zone Athletics 
Tuesday 7th  August  
Mara Performance 
Parent Teacher Meetings 
Tuesday 14th  August  
P&C Meeting 
Wednesday 19th– Friday 
21st September 
Canberra Excursion 

Saturday 22nd September 
Spring Fair 
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Mara 
Performance 

Payments of $6.50 per 
student are due for a 

musical performance on 
7th August. This is for all 

students in the hall. 

SCHOOL FEES 
Our voluntary school 
contributions of $47 
per family are now 

due. Payments can be 
made at the office by 

Eftpos or cash & 
online. 

Canberra 
Excursion 

Final Payments are 
now due for students 

attending  the  
Canberra  Excursion.   
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Focus on Bookwork  
As part of our Explicit Instruction implementation, we 
will be starting a strong focus on the presentation and 
neatness of bookwork throughout the school. This will 
start within our Daily Writing Warm Up process in Vocab 
books, where students will be explicitly taught how to 
take pride in the presentation and neatness of their 
work.  
Each Friday, three randomly selected students will 
present their Vocab books to me to receive some 
feedback. I look forward to sharing some exemplary 
student workbooks in the newsletter and on the school 
Facebook page on the near future. 

SMS Notifications 

Our SMS notifications for absences have been very 
successful and the feedback and data have reflected a 
big difference in ensuring student absences are 
explained. In the first week of implementation we had 
155 absences across the school, with only 9 remaining 
unexplained. The previous week, out of 181 absences, 
52 were unexplained.  
Thank you for your support of this initiative and 
continuing to ensure your child’s absences are 
explained.  

Education Week 

Education Week will be celebrated in Week 3. A special 
Education Week assembly will be held on Friday, 10th 
August. The Girl’s Drumbeat group and the choir will be 
performing.  
Stage 3 (year 5 and 6) -  Hannah Q and Eliza 
These students will compete on Tuesday 31st July or 
Wednesday 1st August at Kurri Kurri Public School. More 
information will be given to successful students closer to 
the date.  

Parent Teacher Interviews  
Parent/Teacher interviews have been planned for 
Tuesday, 7th August from 3.30-6pm. This will be an 
opportunity for parents to discuss their child’s report 
with the class teacher and review students’ overall 
progress. More information about this will be sent home 
separately and interview times confirmed by class 
teachers. 

University Students  
We are once again extremely fortunate to be hosting 
two students from the University of Newcastle who are 
in the final year of their teaching degree. Both Miss 
Hannah Jones and Mr Thomas Choo will be with us for 
the first five weeks of this term. Miss Jones will be 
working with K Red and Mr Choo with 5/6 Pink. We 
welcome them into our wonderful school and know that 
our students will enjoy this opportunity. 

Attendance 

Congratulations to 1 Orange on being the winning class of 
Best Attendance for Term 2. They will be treated to a 
sausage sizzle sometime next week. Let’s see which class 
can challenge them this term! 

Reports 

Semester One reports were sent home at the end of last 
term. A few changes were made to reports, based on 
feedback from parents from 2017. In the next few weeks 
we will be seeking some feedback from parents as to what 
they thought about these changes.  

Child Protection  
During Term 3, all classes in our school will be 
participating in Child Protection lessons as a part of their 
PD/H/PE (Personal Development / Health / Physical 
Education) syllabus. Child protection education aims to 
assist students to develop skills in: 

 Recognising and responding to unsafe situations 

 Seeking assistance effectively 

Establishing and maintaining non-coercive relationships 
and strengthening attitudes and values related to equality, 
respect and responsibility. 

We are informing parents, in line with policy, to ensure 
parents are aware of the sensitive nature of some areas of 
child protection. A note outlining this information was 
sent home with students earlier this week. Syllabus 
content only will be discussed during this time. Please 
note that all lessons have been written and approved by 
The Department of Education as being age appropriate for 
students in each year level.  
If you wish your child to be withdrawn from these lessons, 
please contact your child’s class teacher, and provide a 
written note. As child protection lessons are mandatory in 
all NSW Public Schools, written consent is needed to 
withdraw your child from these lessons. 
Lessons will commence across the school from Week 2. 
Please discuss any concerns or return a written note 
withdrawing your child from these lessons, to the class 
teacher. 

Zone Athletics  
The Zone Athletics Carnival is scheduled for Friday 3rd 

August at Turner Park Athletics Field, Cessnock. Students 

who have qualified have been given permission slips, 

medical notes and codes of conduct. Please ensure you 

have returned these documents and the $7.50 payment 

to the office by Tuesday 31st July, at the very latest. Mrs 

Wan will be the team manager on the day. Please see Mrs 

Lantry if you have any questions.  

Merilyn Burton - Principal 



N E W S L E T T E R  -  T E R M  3  W E E K  1  

K-6 Whole School Sport program 
The Backyard League Sports program has now 

concluded. It’s great to see students use the skills 

developed from this program during lunch and recess 

play, as well as on weekend sports. Students 3-6 who 

registered during the holidays have now received their 

free football, and all students K-2 have received their 

colouring-in book, pencils and small book.  

Inter-Schools Public Speaking  
Congratulations to the following students who will 

represent Pelaw Main Public School at the Hunter 

Interschool Public Speaking competition next week, at 

Kurri Kurri Public School. The program has now been 

distributed to inform students of their competition day 

and session times.  

Early Stage 1 (Kinder)- 

Gabriella Sneddon and Sienna Smith 

Stage 1 (year 1 and 2) 

Mia Bromage and Bodie Cardinale  

Stage 2 (year 3 and 4) 

Andrew Anderson and Jayla Cameron 

Stage 3 (year 5 and 6) 

Hannah Quinn and Eliza Summerville. 

The school community wishes you all the very best on the 

day.  

Merilyn Burton - Principal 
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Jump Rope for Heart 
Jump Rope for Heart Day will be 

held this Monday 30th July, 2018. 

Students will display some 

amazing manoeuvres during the 

program and understand the 

benefits of leading a healthy lifestyle. All students K-6 

will participate. Look out for some skipping techniques 

and moves displayed around our school, allowing 

students to continue practicing their skipping skills.   

P&C News 
We are on our way to our "10 for Technology" 

fundraising efforts - almost half way there! 

Lets hope for a great turnout at our Spring Fair on 22 

September. Its only 8 weeks away! Prepaid tickets are 

now available at the canteen in the mornings or see Kim 

Snedden. The prepaid unlimited ride tickets are $20 

each and entitle you to unlimited rides and a ticket in 

the draw to win a $100 Coles Voucher. At this stage 

rides include a bouncy castle for under 5s (to keep those 

younger siblings happy), a swing ride (3-15 years), giant 

slide and bungee hungry hippo. However if we presell 

enough tickets we will also be able to get a “gladiator” 

ride. So three good reasons to get in early – save 

money, go into the prize draw and get us more rides!  

Prepaid tickets can be bought individually at any time 

over the next 8 weeks. Other ticket options will be 

available on the day – unlimited rides $25 per person or 

individual rides $5 per ride. 

As you can see our canteen is a major fundraiser for our 

P&C – we are currently desperate for some extra 

volunteers on Fridays. If you can please help out for a few 

hours even once a month or once a term please see Kim 

Snedden or Kelly James (at canteen). Every little bit helps 

and your kids love seeing you in their canteen. The 

canteen menu has had an update in line with the NSW 

Healthy Canteen Strategy. Please find the new menu on 

our facebook page, on skoolbag or at the canteen. 

We have had another successful campaign with our 

Entertainment Book fundraiser this year. There are still a 

few outstanding books which we would appreciate being 

returned to the canteen or P&C box as soon as possible.  

Come along to our next P&C meeting on Tuesday 14 

August at 6pm in the school staffroom. You can just listen 

or maybe contribute some thoughts – any participation is 

always welcomed.   

@Pelaw Main p & C. +Spring Fair 2018   

 

Merilyn Burton - Principal 

Kurri Kurri Pre-school 
would like to invite you to our 

Open Day on Thursday 6th 
September, 2018,  10.30 to 12.30.  

We would love to see you there! 
We are currently taking names for our 

waiting list for 2019 for 
children aged 3-5 years. 

We are also preparing a waiting list for 
children requiring pre-school education 

for children eligible to attend 
pre-school up to 2021 

ie.  Born before 31/7/2017. 
For any enquiries, please contact the 

preschool on 49372110 or email 
admin@kurripreschool.com.au 

mailto:admin@kurripreschool.com.au









