
New Handball Courts 

We are all very excited to have had our area out the front of our hall transformed into 
a new handball court.  We have started using it this week and the students have really 
enjoyed having this new space. 
Look out for some up and coming handball tournaments 

Zone Athletics  
The Zone Athletics Carnival is scheduled for Friday 3rd August at Turner Park Athletics 
Field, Cessnock. Information will be distributed early next week, if your child qualifies.  
Please see Mrs Lantry if you have any questions.  

Hunter Inter-Schools Public Speaking Competition 

Congratulations to all students who prepared, practised and presented a formal oral 
speech on a topic of their choice to classes. From this effort, 2 students were chosen 
from each class to present in front of their stage, in an attempt to proceed in the 
competition to represent our school in the Hunter Inter-school Public Speaking Finals. 
Congratulations to the following students.  
Early Stage 1 (Kinder) - Gabriella and Sienna  
Stage 1 (year 1 and 2) - Mia and Bodie  
Stage 2 (year 3 and 4) - Jayla and Andrew  
Stage 3 (year 5 and 6) -  Hannah Q and Eliza 
These students will compete on Tuesday 31st July or Wednesday 1st August at Kurri 
Kurri Public School. More information will be given to successful students closer to the 
date.  
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Breakfast Club 
There will be no Break-

fast Club on Thursday 5th 
July (next week) or on 
Tuesday 24th of July 

(Week 1 Term 3). It will 
resume on Thursday 26th 

July Term 3. 

SCHOOL FEES 
Our voluntary school 
contributions of $47 
per family are now 

due. Payments can be 
made at the office by 

Eftpos or cash & 
online. 

Canteen 
The canteen will be 

closed on Fri 6th July & 
will reopen after the 
school holidays on 

Wed 25th July.  
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K-6 Whole School Sport program 

The Backyard League sports program has been well 
received by students and teachers and the last session 
for students will be in Week 10, Term 2. All students, K-6 
have enjoyed learning movement skills associated with 
the game, including tackling, kicking and evasion tactics. 
Upon completion of the program, students K-2 will 
receive a free Rugby League ‘Bluey and Red Play Rugby 
League at the Zoo’ Book via a redemption, while every 
student in Years 3 – 6 that participates will receive a free 
Rugby League modified football, via a redemption.  
More information on how to claim these items will be 
distributed by coaches this Monday.    

SMS Notifications 

This week we started notifying parents of absences via 
SMS. While we anticipated some early teething 
problems, so far it has been hugely successful, with only 
one or two hiccups. Currently we have on average 
around 85% of parents notified, responding to these 
messages each day, which is a vast improvement.  
Just reply to the SMS with your explanation of the 
absence and no further action is required! It’s simple! 
If your child is late to school, they must report to the 
office to be signed in. This will ensure that you do not 
receive a message regarding their absence. 

Morning Assembly 

As of this week, we have stopped having our daily 
morning assembly, apart from Monday mornings. This is 
due to a number of factors, but mostly to increase class 
and learning time. Already, teachers are reporting that 
the extra few minutes in class every morning is making a 
difference! I have also spoken to some Stage 3 students 
and their thoughts were that they are really enjoying 
getting into class earlier to get organised and start their 
learning!  

Reports 

Semester One reports will look slightly different to the 
past. We have taken on feedback from the Tell Them 
From Me survey results from 2017, which indicated that 
parents wanted reports to be more parent friendly. We 
have taken this back to staff and report comments will 
be trialled this semester based around this feedback. 
They will be based around specific things your child can 
do and some things they are learning to do. They will be 
written in dot point format, using more ‘parent-friendly’ 
terminology and language. Also, English and 
Mathematics will be the only areas with a written 
comment. The other key learning areas will be covered 
with specific indicators addressed throughout the 
Semester.  
Reports will be sent home with students on Thursday, 
5th July. We welcome your feedback about these 
changes early next term. 

Attendance 

Attendance at school is vital for students to achieve their 
educational best and increase their career and life 
options. When children attend school every day, learning 
becomes easier and your child will build and maintain 
friendships with other children.  
The Education Act (1990) requires parents to ensure that 
children of compulsory school age attend school each day 
that it is open for instruction.  
By the end of this term, any child who has an attendance 
rate below 80% will receive a letter from me, displaying 
current attendance rates and reasons for absences. These 
students will need to display an improved attendance rate 
in Term 3 to avoid being placed on the Home School 
Liaison Officers caseload.  
If you ever have any concerns regarding your child’s 
attendance, please contact their classroom teacher to 
discuss these issues.  

Bus Behaviour 

I have been informed of some inappropriate behaviour 
about some of our students who travel on the public bus, 
mainly of an afternoon. The bus driver has reported this to 
Rover motors and any students involved may face 
consequences in the future if any more inappropriate 
behaviour arises. All students who catch the bus have had 
a meeting with me in recent weeks about our 
expectations for safe and respectful travel on the school 
buses. 
If your child catches the bus, I urge you to discuss with 
them appropriate and safe bus behaviours. Your 
assistance in reporting any inappropriate behaviour on the 
bus is greatly appreciated. Also, I would encourage any 
parents to report serious incidents to Rover motors 
directly.  

Office Payments 

When making cash payments at the office, please ensure 
money is in a bag or envelope which is marked clearly with 
the student’s name, class and what the payment is for. 
Payments made this way are much easier to keep track of 
and process. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

PBL Awards for this week  

Be Safe Jayla 3/4 Blue 
Be Respectful Bailey T 4/5 Violet 

Be an Active Learner Beau G 2/3 Green  

Ribbit Attendance Award White, Indigo & Green 
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Exemplary Student Day 

Exemplary Student Day will be held next Friday, 6th July. A 
note has already been sent home regarding the 
arrangements. All students, exemplary or not, will be 
able to come to school in their pyjamas. Suitable shoes 
still need to be worn on the day; however, they might like 
to bring their slippers to wear down in the hall.  
Exemplary students will watch a movie during the middle 
session and the school will supply them with popcorn, as 
a reward for being an exemplary student. Kinder to Year 
4 will watch a movie in the hall, whilst Stage 3 have an 
option to watch the movie or go to the library and bring 
their own device.  All Stage 3 will have access to laptops 
and iPads if they opt not to bring their own device. Non-
exemplary students will be able to wear pyjamas, and will 
participate in an alternate activity during the middle 
session.  

Mobile Phones at School 
Mobile phones are not encouraged at school. If there is a 
need, the mobile phone is to be handed in at the office at 
the beginning of the day by the student and collected at 
the end of the day. The school takes no responsibility for 
their loss or damage. 

Out of Zone Enrolments 

As you may be aware, our school is no longer in a 
position to accept out of zone enrolments. This is due to 
the Department of Education’s Enrolment Policy being 
enforced consistently across the state. Out of zone 
enrolments have been accepted in previous years, where 
consideration has been given to families with siblings and 
those students transitioning from Stanford Merthyr 
Infants School. However, due to our school having 
demountable classrooms, we are not in a position for this 
to occur anymore.  
This does not affect children currently enrolled, however, 
it will affect any other sibling/s not enrolled. If you have 
not already spoken to me about this issue, and you are 
affected by this, please make an appointment to speak to 
me as soon as possible. 

P&C News 

Pie Drive - The pie drive was a huge success. There were a 
few small glitches so thank you for your patience and 
support! Thank you to our amazing volunteers for 
organising and packing! 
Spring Fair - There will be a Spring Fair meeting on 
Monday July 2nd, 1pm-3pm in the library. Come join us 
to see the progress and share any ideas! 
Watch for notes about pre-paid ride tickets, showbag 
order forms and information. September 22nd is less 
than 3 months away. Get the kids doing jobs to earn 
some pocket money.  

This is a great way to encourage a savings plan. Pre-paid 
unlimited ride tickets will be available in term 3 from 
canteen. See Kim Snedden. 
Car Park - Thank you to Mrs Burton & Mark Hodson for 
their tireless efforts in the planning & acquisition of our 
new car park. 
P&C Meeting - The next P&C meeting is on Tuesday the 
9th August. 
Canteen will be closed Friday 6th July and reopening after 
school holidays on 25th July.  
Entertainment Books - Please return book or payment. 
Digital copies are available 
NAIDOC Day - Did you receive your NAIDOC DAY canteen 
order form? It is due back by Tuesday July 3rd. 

Breakfast Club 
There will be no Breakfast Club on Thursday 5th July (next 
week) or on Tuesday 24th of July (Week 1 Term 3). 
Breakfast club will resume on Thursday 26th July Term 3. 

 

 Merilyn Burton - Principal 








